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Why are Rosa Parks and Emily Davison significant female role models? 

Key Information 

1 1832 First petition on womens 
sufferage presesented to 
parliment 

2 1897 Formation of the National 
Union of Women's Suffrage 
Societies (NUWSS), led by 
Millicent Fawcett 

3 June 4th 
1913 

Emily Davsion stages a protest 
at the Epsom Derby 

4 1928 Women receive equal voting 
rights to that of men in United 
Kingdom 

5 December 
1st 1955 

Rosa Parks arrested 

6 1964 
 
 
1965 

Segregation outlawed in the 
USA by Civil Rights Act 
 
Equal voting rights given in 
USA 

 

Prior Knowledge  
Equality and equal rights 
Protest 

Key Vocabulary 

1 Segregation The practice of separating 
people according to groups, 
especially racial groups. 

2 Equality The condition, fact, or 
quality of being equal. 

3 Racism The opinion or belief that a 
particular race of people is 
better than another race or 
races. 

4 Protest An objection or complaint. 

5 Boycott To refuse to buy, use, or go 
to, in order to make a 
protest or bring about a 
change. 

6 Civil Rights The rights given by a 
nation's government to all 
its citizens. 

7 Feminism The doctrine advocating the 
same social, political, and 
economic rights for women 
as for men. 

8 Suffrage The right to vote in political 
elections 

9 Suffragette A woman who strongly 
advocated the right of 
women to vote. 

10 Catalyst  A person, or thing that 
precipitates an event 

 

Key Facts 
Rosa Louise McCauley Parks was an African-American 
activist in the civil rights movement best known for her 
pivotal role in the Montgomery bus boycott. 
 
Emily Wilding Davison was an English suffragette who 
fought for votes for women in Britain in the early 
twentieth century 

How did theses womens acts impact modern life? 
Both Rosa Parks and Emily Davison took a stand 
against something that they knew to be wrong. 
Both womens actions would have a lasting impact 
on modern life. 
 
Rosa Parks stood against racism and fought 
against segregation in the USA. Segregation was 
outlawed in 1964 in the USA. 
 
Emily Davison was a leading suffragette in the UK, 
a group of women who demaded equal voting 
rights as men. Women over the age of 21 were 
granted voting rights in 1921. 
 

 

KEY QUESTIONS 

1 Why is Rosa Park’s an important 
figure in our history? 

2 What was segregation? 

3 What are civil Rights 

4 What was the suffragette 
movement? 
 

5 Was Emily Davison brave? 
 

KEY PEOPLE/PLACES 

1 Rosa Parks Civil rights Activist 

2 Alabama, USA A state in the south 
of the USA. 

3 Montgomery Bus 
Boycott 

A civil rights protest 

4 Emily Davison 
 

A leading suffragette 

5 Epsom 
Racecourse 

Home of the Derby, an 
annual horse race. 

 



 

 

Rosa Parks 

 

 
 

Emily Davison 

Where did these events take place? 
 
 

 
 
 

 

                                                                                 
OTHER INTERESTING FACTS TO EXPLORE OR KNOW 

 Who was Martin Luther King? 

 Have you heard Martin Luther King’s Famous ‘I Have a Dream’ speech? 

 Do you know what the Congressional Gold Medal, or the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom are? 

 Who was King George V? 

 Who was Emily Pankhurst? 

 What was hunger strike medal? 

WEBSITES AND PLACES OF INTEREST TO VISIT 
 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/rosa-
parks/ 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/davison_emily.shtml 
 
https://www.visitsurrey.com/things-to-do/epsom-downs-racecourse-
p536471 
 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/rosa-parks/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/rosa-parks/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/davison_emily.shtml


 


