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Introduction 

Children learn in a variety of different ways. At our school we provide a rich and varied 

learning environment that allows our children to develop their skills and abilities to their full 

potential. We are a Rights Respecting School and through our teaching we aim to: 

 Meet the needs of all learning styles  

 Enable children to become confident, resourceful, enquiring and independent 

learners 

 Foster children’s self-esteem and help them build positive relationships with their 

peers and adults 

 Encourage children to respect the ideas, attitudes, values and feelings of others 

 Help children grow into reliable, independent and positive citizens 

Effective teaching and learning  

We encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning and reflect upon the way 
they learn. 
We focus on keeping the children motivated and building on their skills, knowledge and 
understanding. The school curriculum sets out what is to be taught to each year group. 
Effective learning has taken place when children retain skills and knowledge long term. 
 
At West Hill teachers: 

 Identify the significant gaps in children's learning (assessment) 

 Plan purposeful lessons to narrow the most significant gaps (planning) 

 Deliver these focused lessons (teaching) 

 Mark and Feedback (evaluating and reflecting) 

During lessons teachers will: 

 Have a clear learning objective which is shared with the children 

 Demonstrate a clear link to previous and future learning 

 Ensure there is a review of the learning at the end of the lesson 

 Deliver appropriate challenges for all pupils  

 Use appropriate and engaging resources 

 Deploy teaching assistants as effectively as possible 

 Ask good questions to check understanding and learning 

 Treat children with kindness and respect, ensuring that they all have equal opportunity 

to take part 

 Provide opportunities for independent learning 

Marking and Feedback 

At West Hill Primary School we have high expectations about the quality of children’s written 

work. Teachers must ensure that the quality, quantity and presentation of work meet these 

expectations. The purpose of marking is to: 



3 
 

 To assess children’s learning 

 To set small targets 

 Encourage the children to reflect on their own learning 

Marking provides the children with essential feedback to direct their learning towards their 

next learning goals. These targets are personalised, achievable and smart. A Learning 

Objective (L.O.) will be used in all pieces of work so that marking can be matched to that. 

 In Early Years and Years One and Two the teacher may write next steps and have a 

conversation with the child. In Key Stage One smiley face feedback is matched to the 

Learning Objective so that children can start to assess their own learning and reflect upon it.  

In Key Stage Two children use green pens to comment on teachers’ marking and ‘next 

steps’. Time is built into early work or the first five minutes of a lesson for children to actively 

read feedback and comment on it constructively. Teachers explicitly teach and model 

phrases/sentence starters so that children develop metacognitive language. Children are 

encouraged to comment explicitly on the actual skills they have learnt – “I know how to find 

the missing number in a sequence; you have to look at the jumps which the numbers go up 

in.” Children are taught to respond explicitly rather than just sign posting whether they have 

found something easy or hard. 

All classes use effective and age appropriate feedback methods – stickers, house points, 

traffic lights, positive praise, thumbs up etc. 

Planning 

All classes 

 Plans for each class are available on the P Drive: P:\STAFF ONLY\Whole school 
planning 

 Timetables for every class are on display in the classroom 
 
Early Years 

 Outdoor and indoor learning plans must include learning objectives for all the EYFS 
strands. 

 Access to outdoors/free flow activities must be included – equal and timetabled for all 
classes.  

 
Key Stage 1 & 2 

 There are detailed medium term planning grids for foundation subjects. 

 Trips are included in medium term plans. 

 Meetings take place with parents at the beginning of the academic year.  

 Newsletters are sent out each term.   
 
Consistency in the Classroom 
Displays should include: 

 Class charters. 

 100 Square 

 Groups of words and sounds that are being worked on eg ai,ay, tricky words or time 
connectives 

 For Key stage 2 a Multiplication Square 

 Working Wall  

 Number lines  
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 Vocabulary cards relating to the topics that term  

 The class time-table 

 Resources must be clearly labelled and accessible 

 Displays of children’s work must be high quality, properly labelled and contain 
questions or explanations 

 

The Role of Key Stage and Subject Leaders 
 
Key Stage and Subject Leaders provide professional leadership and management to secure 
high-quality teaching, effective use of resources and improved standard of learning and 
achievement. Strong key stage and subject leadership is essential in order to ensure an 
enriched, broad and balanced curriculum.  
 
The key role of Key Stage Leaders is to: 

  provide a model as a consistently good or better classroom practitioner 

  provide support to members of the key stage 

  implement the agreed curriculum policies of the school 

 promote high standards of behaviour from the pupils 

 participate in or lead staff meetings 

 liaise with parents 
 
The key role of Subject Leaders is to: 

 Ensure that there is a policy for the subject and that this is kept up to date 

 Devise, monitor and evaluate an annual action plan for their subject 

 Monitor the provision of the subject through observations, work scrutiny and planning 
scrutiny 

 Ensure that resources are available, up-to-date and in good condition. 

 Ensure all pupils make good progress in their subject 

 Provide guidance and training to staff within their area of expertise 

 Assist with planning, teaching, assessment and reporting within their subject 

 Ensure that their subject has a high profile within the school 
 

Inclusion 

We are a fully inclusive school and ensure that all children, whatever their background, level 

of need or ability are part of the school community. We have high aspirations for all our 

pupils. Teaching and learning are appropriately modified for children with disabilities. For 

example, they may be given additional time to complete certain activities, or the teaching 

materials may be adapted. 

The Role of Governors 

Our governors determine, support, monitor and review the school policies on teaching and 

learning. They: 

 Support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources 

effectively  

 Ensure that the school premises are best used to support successful teaching 

and learning 

 Monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising 

pupil attainment 
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 Ensure that staff development and the appraisal policies promote good quality 

teaching 

 Monitor the effectiveness of the school’s teaching and learning policies through 

the school self- evaluation processes.  

The Role of Parents and Carers 

We believe that parents and carers have a fundamental role to play in helping children to 

learn. We inform parents about their children’s learning by:  

 holding parent/teacher meetings three times a year  

 sending home regular newsletters explaining what the children will be learning and 

how this can be supported at home 

 holding parent meetings for particular subjects to demonstrate how a subject is 

taught 

 updating the school website with photographs and news about school activity and 

learning 

We would like parents to: 

 ensure that their child has the best attendance record possible 

 ensure that their child is equipped for school with the correct uniform and PE kit 

 do their best to keep their child healthy and fit to attend school 

 inform school if there are matters outside of school that are likely to affect a child’s 

performance or behaviour at school 

 promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general 

 fulfil the requirements set out in our Home School Agreement. 

 


