
 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER / HISTORY / AUTUMN 2: YEAR 2 
Would you like to be a real life King or Queen? 

KEY INFORMATION  

 The duties of the monarch have changed over time.  
Present Day: 

 The Queen gives honours, meet special 
visitors, does charity work and represents 
the nation.  

 She is the Head of State, she performs 
ceremonial duties and has to stay neutral.  

Past: 
 Would work with parliament to: ○ rule the 

country  
 make laws 
 raise money 

 decide upon matters of religion and defence 
 

PRIOR KNOWLEGDE  

 Queen Elizabeth is the current Queen of 
the United Kingdom 

 Stories of Kings and Queens from story 
books  

 The lives of Mary Seacole and Edith Cavell 
during the Victorian times 

 Houses and homes- looking at homes from 
the Victorian era 

KEY VOCABULARY 

1 Queen a woman who rules a country 
or kingdom. Or the wife or 
widow of a King. 

2 King a man who rules a country or 
kingdom. Or the husband or 
widow of a Queen. 

3 monarch A monarch is a king or queen, 
an emperor or a sultan 

4 coronation the act or ceremony of 
crowning a king or queen. 

5 reign Rule by a King or Queen 

6 duties The things a person must do in 
a particular job or position. 

7 palace The home of a ruler 

8 castle A large, strong building where 
a noble lived with his family 
and servants. Many castles 
were built long ago to defend 
the people inside against 
attacks. 

9 Houses of 
Parliament 

This is where politicians meet 
to decide laws. 

10 Buckingham 
Palace  

the London residence of the 
British king or queen. 
 

 

KEY FACT 
In 2015, Queen Elizabeth II 
became the longest reigning 
monarch with 65 years on the 
throne. Before this, Queen 
Victoria had been the longest 
reigning monarch.  

 

KEY QUESTIONS 

1 What does a monarch do? 
 

2 Who were other significant Queens of 
England?  
 

3 What was life like as a Victorian? 
 

4 Where do Kings and Queens live? 
 

5 Who is our current Queen of England? 
 

6. Where do Kings and Queens I know fit on a 
timeline? 

 

KEY PEOPLE 

1 Queen 
Victoria  

Born: 1819      Died: 1901 
She was queen for 64 years 

2 Queen 
Elizabeth I  

Was the daughter of Henry 
VIII. She is considered one of 
our greatest monarchs. 

3 Queen 
Elizabeth II 
 

Born: 1926 
She has been Queen for 69 
years. 

4 Henry VIII Henry had a total of six wives. 
He divorced two and 
beheaded two! 

5 William the 
Conqueror   

William the Conqueror 
became King of England after 
the Battle of Hastings in 1066 



 

TIMELINE 
 
 
 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND EVIDENCE  
  
 
  

WEBSITES AND PLACES OF INTEREST TO VISIT 
 
Horrible Histories 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/horrible-histories 
 
BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkrkscw  
 
Buckingham Palace  

 
 
Windsor Castle                                 The Tower of London 
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