
 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER – Geography – Autumn 2 :YEAR 5 

How has the physical landscape of the UK been changed by natural forces? 
Key Information 

1 Ice Age 
(10,000 
years ago) 

The River Thames changes course, 
creating the Goring Gap through 
the Chiltern Hills. 

2 AD43 Romans invade Britain, using the 
River Thames to move inland. The 
Romans would settle and create a 
trading port on the river called 
Londinium. 

3 1215 The Magna Carta is signed by the 
River Thames in Runnymeade, 
giving citizens power against the 
king / queen. 

4 1514 Hampton Court is built by the 
River Thames by Henry VIII. 

5 1837 The Palace of Westminster is 
rebuilt creating the present day 
Houses of Parliament. 

6 1982 The Tames Barrier is built. 

 

Prior Knowledge  
Where is the United Kingdom in the world? 
Where is London in the UK? 
What is a river? 
What is a mountain? 

Key Vocabulary 

1 source a natural stream of water of 
fairly large size flowing in a 
definite course or channel or 
series of diverging and 
converging channels. 

2 tributary a natural stream of water of 
fairly large size flowing in a 
definite course or channel or 
series of diverging and 
converging channels. 

3 confluence The flowing together of two 
or more streams or rivers 

4  River mouth 
/ delta 

The end of a river as the 
water meets a larger body of 
flat water. For example the 
sea, or a lake. 

5 downstream The direction that water 
flows towards the river 
mouth 

6 bank The land above the edge of 
the water. 

7 estuary is a partially enclosed coastal 
body of slightly salty water 
with one or more rivers or 
streams flowing into it 

8 trickle flow in a small stream 

9 meander follow a winding course 

10 surge a sudden powerful forward or 
upward movement, especially 
by a crowd or by a natural 
force such as the tide. 

 

Key Facts 
A river is a moving body of water that flows from 
its source on high ground, across land, and then 
into another body of water, which could be a lake, 
or a sea. 
 
The coast, also known as the coastline or 
seashore, is defined as the area where land meets 
the ocean, or as a line that forms the boundary 
between the land and sea. 
 
A mountain is an elevated portion of the Earth's 
crust, generally with steep sides that show 
significant exposed bedrock. 
 
Typically a mountain raises above 300metres 
above the surrounding land. 

 

KEY QUESTIONS 

1 Where do rivers come from? 

2 Where do rivers flow? 

3 Why don’t rivers travel in straight 
lines? 

4 What is the coastline? 

5 Where are the UK’s mountains? 

6 How are mountains shown on maps? 

7 What is a mountain? 

8 What are the dangers of living on a 
mountain? 

 

KEY PLACES 

1 River Wandle A tributary of the River 
Thames  

2 River Thames A river that flows from 
Oxfordshire, through 
London to the North Sea 

3 Thames Estuary Where the Thames meets 
the North Sea 

4 Ben Nevis The tallest mountain in 
the UK 

5 Scafell Pike The tallest mountain in 
England 

6 Aviemore A town in the Cairngorms 
Mountains 



 

Where are these locations, mountains, rivers? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
OTHER INTERESTING FACTS TO EXPLORE OR KNOW 
 The river Wandle has been used industrially since the roman times. 

 In Victorian times the Wandle was one of hardest working rivers in the world. The 
river was used to power 68 water wheels, of which only a few survive, such as at 
Merton Abbey Mills. 

 The name Ben Nevis is an anglicisation of the original Gaelic name. Many people 
translate this historical title as meaning ‘Venomous Mountain’, but its original 
purpose may be more complicated than that. Beinn is easily translated as mountain. 
While Nibheis can be translated as ‘malicious’ or ‘venomous’, it could also refer to a 
god’s name, specifically the Celtic god Lugh, whose place of worship was said to be on 
mountain tops. 

 According the Ordnance Survey: “The coastline length around mainland Great Britain 
is 11,072.76 miles 

 

WEBSITES AND PLACES OF INTEREST TO VISIT 
 
https://wandlevalleypark.co.uk 
 
https://www.londonslostrivers.com/river-wandle.html 
 
https://www.wandletrust.org 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvmgvwx/articles/z4d7qfr 
 
 

 

https://wandlevalleypark.co.uk/
https://www.londonslostrivers.com/river-wandle.html
https://www.wandletrust.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvmgvwx/articles/z4d7qfr
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Three_Peaks.png

