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HOW HAVE TOYS CHANGED FROM THE PAST TO THE PRESENT? 
 

KEY INFORMATION 

1 Toys have existed for thousands of years. 

2 Toys were made of word, paper and 

metal during the Victorian times. 

3 Rich Victorian children played with toys 

such as clockwork trains and tea sets.  

4 Poorer Victorian children played with 

homemade toys. 

5 Modern toys are mainly made of plastic. 

6 Many modern toys use electricity to 

work. 

 

PRIOR KNOWLEGDE  
I can identify toys.  I know how to play with toys.  I can 
share toys.  

KEY VOCABULARY 

1 Victorian The time of Queen Victoria’s 
reign. 1837-1901 

2 20th 
century 

1900-1999 

3 21st 
century 

We are in the 21st century. It 
started in the year 2000 and 
will end 2099 

4 Wooden 
toys 

Lots of toys were made of 
wood: Boats, trains, cup and 
ball.  

5 Paper 
toys 

Some toys, like paper 
windmills, were made of 
paper. 

6 Metal 
toys 

Toy soldiers and spinning tops 
were made of metal.  

7 Plastic 
toys 

Most modern toys are made 
of plastic. 

8 century 100 years 

9. evidence proof 

10. compare Looking at what is the same 
and what is different 

 

KEY FACT 
Toys have existed for thousands of years.  They were 
made out of the materials that were available at the 
time.  Even stones and string have been made into 
toys. 

 

  

KEY QUESTIONS 

1 How long have toys existed? 

2 What were toys made of during the 
Victorian age? 

3 What toys did Victorian children play 
with? 

4 What are modern toys made of? 

5 How are modern toys different?  

KEY PEOPLE/PLACES 

1 Wandsworth The borough we live in. 

2 London The capital city of England. 

3 England The country we live in. 

4 United 
Kingdom 

England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales. 

5 Europe The continent we live in. 



TIMELINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND EVIDENCE 
 
 
 

 

OTHER INTERESTING FACTS TO EXPLORE OR KNOW 

 Queen Victoria 

o Date of birth: May 24th 1819  

o Date of death: January 22nd 1901  

o Interesting Fact Queen Victoria's reign lasted for over 60 years.  

o She also saw the start of the 20th Century.  

o 'The Victorian Age' was a period in time which was named after 

her.  

WEBSITES AND PLACES OF INTEREST TO VISIT: 

 Visit the museum of childhood- 

https://www.visitlondon.com/things-to-do/place/465370-young-

v-and-a 

 Visit the museum of London- 

https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london 

 https://victorianchildren.org/victorian-toys-and-victorian-games/  
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