
 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER/Climate Change/Term: Spring 1 Year 6 
How is our world changing? 

KEY EVENTS: The number of weather-related disasters 
to hit the world has increased greatly in the past 20 

years. 

1 Wildfires 2021 - Australia 
 

2 Floods  2021 - Nepal and Bangladesh  

3 Droughts 2011, 2017, 2019 – East Africa 
2015-2021 - Central America   

4 Cyclone Idai 2019 - Zimbabwe, Malawi and 
Mozambique in Southern Africa 

5 Hurricane 
Harvey 
 

2017 – Texas and Louisiana  

6 Hurricane 
Katrina 

2005 – Louisiana  

 

PRIOR KNOWLEGDE  
Weather  
Geographical knowledge of the world 
The environment 

KEY VOCABULARY 

1 Climate change Change in the typical weather of a region 
over a long period of time. 

2 Ozone layer An invisible layer of protective gases that 
circle the Earth.  

3 Greenhouse 
gases 

Gasses in the Earth’s atmosphere that trap 
heat. 

4 Fossil fuels Natural fuels like coal, natural gas and 
petroleum that are formed from the 
remains of buried organisms (animals and 
plants)  

5 Mesozoic era The time period when dinosaurs 
dominated the planet. 

6 Pleistocene 
Epoch 

The Ice Age: A long period of time when 
the Earth’s temperature was much lower.  

7 Atmosphere A layer of gas that surrounds Earth. It is 
often called air.  

8 Deforestation The cutting down of forests of groups of 
trees which is then turned into non-forest 
use. 

9 Farming When plants and animals are grown or 
reared on a large scale for people to eat.  

10 Weather Sunshine, rain and clouds are some of the 
changing conditions that make up the 
weather.  

 

KEY FACT 
Climate change affects global temperatures and 
weather patterns. These effects can then sometimes 
create extreme environmental events, such as forest 
fires, hurricanes, heat waves, floods, droughts, and 
storms. 

 

KEY QUESTIONS 

1 How was the climate of the world different in the 
past? 

2 How is the world’s weather changing today? 

3 How are humans and animals impacting climate 
change? 

4 How is climate change impacting our Earth? 

5 Who is David Attenborough? 

6. Who is Greta Thunberg? 

 

KEY PEOPLE/PLACES 

1 Greta Thunberg 
(Youth Activist) 

 

2 David Attenborough 
(Broadcaster and 
Natural Historian) 

 

3 Ridhima Pandey 
(Youth Activist in 
India) 

 



 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND MAPS 

OTHER INTERESTING FACTS TO EXPLORE OR KNOW 

 The past 5 years are the warmest years on record 

 97% of scientists agree that warming trends over the past century are very likely caused by 
human activity 

 2018 was the warmest year on record in global oceans 

 Global sea levels have risen by 8 inches since 1880 

 In 1950 Co2 levels broke records from the previous 400,000 years. They continue to grow. 

 The world’s oceans have grown in acidity by 25% 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WEBSITES  
National Geographic 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-
geography/what-is-climate-change/  
 
Kids Against Climate Change 
https://kidsagainstclimatechange.co/start-learning/  
 
PLACES OF INTEREST TO VISIT 
Our Future Planet – Exhibition at the Science Museum 
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/see-and-do/our-future-planet  
 
Our Broken Planet – Exhibition at the Natural History Museum  
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/our-broken-planet.html  
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