
 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER/Maps/Term: Spring 2 Year 6 
What is an ordinance survey map and what is it used for? 

  
 

PRIOR KNOWLEGDE  
UK and USA 
Understanding Europe 

KEY VOCABULARY 

1 Map A map is a drawing of all or part of 
the Earth’s surface. Its purpose is 
to show where things are. 

2 Ordinance 
survey map 

Detailed maps of Great Britain 
where each square represents 1km 
squared. 

3 Atlas A collection of maps often of each 
country in the world. 

4 Digital map A map that uses technology such as 
a satnav. 

5 Compass A compass is a tool for finding 
direction. 

6 Eastings The vertical lines on OS maps - they 
increase in value as you travel east 
on the map. 

7 Northings The horizontal lines – they increase 
in value as you travel north on the 
map. 

8 Grid 
references 

The numbered squares on a map 
used to locate a place. 

9 National 
grid 

A system used to split Great Britain 
into 100km squares. 

10 Symbols Small pictures, letters or lines that 
represent a feature. 

 

Top tips 

 Ordnance Survey maps are always printed 
so that north is at the top of the sheet. 

 When reading grid references always 
remember: along the corridor, THEN up 
the stairs 

 When giving instructions, always state a 
nearby landmark to help people 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KEY QUESTIONS 

1 What is a map? 

2 How do we gauge scale on a map? 

3 What do the different symbols on maps 
mean? 

4 What can these maps tell us? 

5 Can you compare two maps? 

6. What is an OS map and what is it used for? 

 



 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND MAPS 

 

PLACES OF INTEREST TO VISIT 
Can you put your OS map skills to the test? Create your own mappy treasure hunt! 

1. Create some clues 
2. Set out the treasure hunt course 
3. Prepare the map 
4. Give everyone an answer sheet 
5. Set the treasure hunters loose 

https://getoutside.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/guides/create-a-mappy-treasure-hunt/  

WEBSITES 
https://osmaps.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/  
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/education  
https://getoutside.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/guides/map-reading-
skills-for-children/  
 
BOOKS 
The Ordinance Survey Kids’ adventure book 
My first Atlas of the world 
Atlas of animal adventures 
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