
 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER / HISTORY / SUMMER 1: YEAR 2 
How have the ways in which we communicate changed over time? 

KEY INFORMATION/EVENTS 

The Digital 
Revolution 

Can you imagine a life without 
computers or smart phones? These 
technologies have only been 
developed in the past 50 years.  The 
way we communicated before that 
was much slower.  

Writing  The first written records are over 
5,000 years old and were discovered 
on flat pieces of clay from 
Mesopotamia, in modern-day Iraq 

Telegraphs One of the biggest developments in 
communication was in 1831 when the 
electric telegraph was invented.  

 

PRIOR KNOWLEGDE  

 using emails in computing lessons 

 use of mobile phones and online games at 
home 

 Year 1 History topic ‘Toys’, how has 
modern technology changed how we play 

KEY VOCABULARY 

1 past Periods of time in history, 
before now. 

2 present Period of time that is 
happening now. Modern 
times. 

3 technology The word given to describe 
gadgets, machines, objects 
or programs that have been 
invented. 

4 communication the act of giving, receiving, 
and sharing information 

5 invention a new thing that someone 
has made 

6 Morse code It is a communication 
language that represents 
the alphabet and numbers 
through the use of dots and 
dashes. 

7 social media sharing of ideas, thoughts, 
and information through 
electronic communication 

8 hieroglyphs  Ancient Egyptians used 
symbols called hieroglyphs 
over 5,200 years ago. 

9 telephone a very common device for 
communicating over a 
distance. 

 

KEY FACT 
 
Until the 1980s people 
didn't have computers 
in their homes or 
schools, and most 
people didn't even have 
one at work. 
 

 

KEY QUESTIONS 

1 How did people communicate before the 
telephone? 

2 What was Morse code and how was it used in 
the early stages of radio? 

3 Was Alexander Graham Bell really the first to 
invent the telephone? 

4 How have telephones and televisions 
developed over time? 

5 How have computers changed the way in 
which we communicate? 

6. Is it easier to communicate now than in the 
past? 

 

KEY PEOPLE 

1 Alexander 
Graham Bell 

He invented the telephone in 
1876 

2 Samuel 
Morse 

He invented Morse Code. He 
was also a famous painter 

3 John Baird Demonstrated the world's 
first live working television. 

4 Shiva 
Ayyadurai 

A 14 year old boy who 
developed email in 1978. 

5 Guglielmo 
Marconi 

built the first wireless 
telegraph, which led to the 
invention of the radio 

6 Mark 
Zuckerberg 

Created Facebook whilst 
studying at university. 



 

TIMELINE 

  
PHOTOGRAPHS AND EVIDENCE  

            
 

              

WEBSITES AND PLACES OF INTEREST TO VISIT 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-P2_rGFg18  
 
BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1--ks2-
explain-this-digital-revolution/zjhfvk7  

 
The Science Museum – There is a whole section on the 
history of communication and it is free! 
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