
KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER History Summer 1, Year 4 
What happened when the Anglo-Saxons met the Vikings? 

KEY INFORMATION/EVENTS/TIMELINE  

1 600 The Anglo-Saxons moved from 
Germany to England and settled 
there. 

2 871 The Vikings try and invade by King 
Alred the Great fights them off and 
sends them back to Denmark. 

3 1017 The Vikings invade again and this 
time they win! Now they rule most of 
England. 

4 1066 The Normans arrive from Northern 
France and defeat the Vikings AND 
the Anglo-Saxons. Now they are in 
charge. 

 
 

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE  
Year 3 – Celts and Romans; Ancient Greeks 
Year 2 – Victorians 

KEY VOCABULARY 

1 Long house The Vikings lived in long, narrow 
houses called long houses, 
which were made from wood 
and with straw rooves. 

2 Long ship The Vikings used powerful 
sailing ships to cross stormy 
seas. They were excellent 
sailors. 

3 Migrate Migration is when a large group 
of people move from one 
country or region to another. 

4 Invade Invade is when a group of 
people move to another country 
or region and they use violence 
and warfare against the people 
that are already living there. 

5 Settle Settle is when a group of people 
move to another country or 
region and then stay there for a 
long time. 

6 Agriculture Agriculture means farming. It is 
when people grow crops 
(plants) and care for cows, 
sheep and pigs in order to make 
food. 

7 Runes Runes were an ancient form of 
Viking writing involving straight 
lines. 
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KEY FACT 
The Vikings were a race of farmers and 
soldiers who were very good at sailing across 
seas and oceans. They travelled from 
Denmark and Sweden to England to trade 
with the Anglo-Saxons, but also to fight them 
in battle. 

 

 

KEY PEOPLE/PLACES 

1 

 

Odin – The most 
important god in 
Viking mythology. 

2 

 

Thor – The god of 
lightning, Thor was 
Odin’s son. 

3 

 

Alfred the Great – 
The Anglo-Saxon 
king who lived from 
849 to 899.  

4 

 

King Canute – Also 
called King Cnut, 
was King of 
England (the Anglo-
Saxons) and King of 
Denmark (the 
Vikings). 

 

KEY QUESTIONS 

1 What happened to the Anglo-Saxons 
when the Vikings arrived in England? 

2 Why did the Vikings travel to England? 
And how did they get here? 

3 How were the Vikings’ clothing, weapons 
and religion different from the Anglo-
Saxons? 

4 How do we know what life was like for 
the Vikings? 

5 Who was King Canute and what impact 
did he have on Viking Britain? 

6. What impact has Danelaw had on Britain 
as we know it today? 
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