
 

 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER Geography Year 5 Summer 2  
ENQUIRY QUESTION – What is Brazil Like? 

KEY INFORMATION/EVENTS  

1 between 
13,000 and 
17,000 years 
before the 
present. 

Early Humans are believed to have 
crossed the Bering Land Bridge at the 
end of the last Ice Age and travelled 
through North America into South 
America.  

2 6000BCE  Pottery found in the Amazon basin of 
Brazil has been radiocarbon dated to 
8,000 years  

3 1500 Brazil is discovered by the Western 
World. Portuguese explorers land in 
Brazil whilst trying to reach India. 

4 1822 Brazil declares its independence 
from Portugal and it becomes the 
Empire of Brazil. 

5 1885 Officially Recognised as a country in 
its own right. 

6 1889 After a  military coup the First 
Brazilian Republic is established. 

 

PRIOR KNOWLEGDE  
Pupils need to be aware of the world’s continents, the 
Northern Hemisphere and the Southern Hemisphere. 

KEY VOCABULARY 

1 hemisphere Most commonly used when describing different areas of 
the earth. Any circle drawn around the earth divides it 
into two halves, called hemispheres. 

2 Equator  The Equator is a circle of latitude that divides Earth into 
the Northern and Southern hemispheres. It is an 
imaginary line. 

3 continent A continent is any of several large landmasses. 
Generally identified by convention rather than any strict 
criteria, up to seven geographical regions are commonly 
regarded as continents. 

4 Latin America Latin America is the cultural region of the Americas 
comprising multiple nation-states. 

5 The Americas The Americas, which are sometimes collectively called 
America, are a landmass comprising the totality of 
North and South America. ... The Americas make up 
most of ... 

6 republic Form of government in which a state is ruled by 
representatives of the citizen body.  

7 states A nation or territory considered as an organized political 
community under one government. 

8 highlands An area of high or mountainous land. 

9 plateau An area of fairly level high ground. 

10 River Basin A river basin is the portion of land drained by a river and 
its tributaries. 

11 border A line separating two countries, administrative divisions, 
or other areas. 

12 colonialism Colonialism is a practice or policy of control by one 
people or power over other people or areas, often by 
establishing colonies and generally with the aim of 
economic dominance. In the process of colonisation, 
colonisers may impose their religion, language, 
economics, and other cultural practices 

 

Brazil is the world's fifth-largest country by area and 
the sixth most populous. 
 
Around 60% of the Amazon Rainforest is in Brazil. 

 
There are 896,917 
Indigenous persons in 
Brazil, distributed among 
305 ethnic groups. The 
principal indigenous 
ethnic group is the 
Tikúna, who comprise 
6.8% of the total 
indigenous population. 
There are around 274 
languages. 

 

 

 

KEY QUESTIONS 

1 Where Is Brazil and How Do I Get There? 

2 Why would you visit Brazil? 

3 What Is The Climate Like In Brazil? How does it 
compare to the UK? 

4 How do the manmade and natural features of 
Brasilia and the surrounding area compare to 
Greater London? 
 

5 What is daily life in Brasilia like? 

6. How do living conditions and buildings differ in 
Brazil? 

 

KEY PEOPLE/PLACES 

1 Tikúna The largest indigenous 
population 

2 Brasilia The Capital of Brazil 

3 The Amazon  The Amazon River in South 
America is the largest river 
by discharge volume of 
water in the world, and 
the disputed longest river 
in the world in comparison 
to the Nile. 

4 The Amazon Rainforest 
 

The worlds largest 
Rainforest 



 

What is Brazil Like? 
 

 

Map of Brazil and National Flag 
 

 

Colonial Brazil Timeline 
 

 

OTHER INTERESTING FACTS TO EXPLORE OR KNOW 
 
The Marajoara or Marajó culture was an ancient pre-
colonial era civilization that flourished on Marajó island 
at the mouth of the Amazon River in northern Brazil.  
 
The 27 stars of the flag now collectively symbolize Brazil's 
26 states and its federal district. 
 
 
 

WEBSITES AND PLACES OF INTEREST TO VISIT 
 
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/brazil 
 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Brazil 
 

 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/brazil
https://kids.kiddle.co/Brazil

