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Introduction  
 
West Hill Primary School has an obligation under section 78 of the Education Act (2002) to 
promote the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) development of pupils at the 
school. 
 
In September 2015 a statutory duty to teach British Values was placed on schools by the 
Government.  
 
“to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to promote the 
fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual 
respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.”  
 
The government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy.  
 

Aims  
 
At West Hill Primary School we aim to: 
 

 Actively promote the fundamental values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

 Encourage pupils to develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them 
to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain. 

 Ensure that principles are actively promoted which: 
 Enable pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence. 
 Enable pupils to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal 

law of England. 
 Encourage pupils to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative and 

understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and 
working in the locality in which the school is situated and to society more widely. 

 Enable pupils to acquire a broad knowledge of and respect for public institutions 
and services in England. 

 Promote further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by 
enabling pupils to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other 
cultures.  

 Encourage respect for other people, paying particular regard to the protected 
characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010. 

 Encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic 
process, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in 
England. 

 

 Prevent the promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of any subject in the 
school and take such steps as are reasonably practicable to ensure that where 
political issues are brought to the attention of pupils they are offered a balanced 
presentation of opposing views. This should be: 
 While they are in attendance at school. 
 While they are taking part in extra-curricular activities which are provided or 

organised by or on behalf of the school. 
 In the promotion of the school, including through the distribution of promotional 

material, of extra-curricular activities taking place at the school or elsewhere.  

 Protect children and young people against the messages of all violent extremism 
including but not restricted to those linked to Islam ideology, Far Right/Neo 
Nazi?White Supremacist ideology etc. 
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Roles and Responsibilities 
 

The Governors and staff at West Hill Primary School will: 
 

 Ensure that fundamental British values are embedded as an integral part of the ethos 
and culture of West Hill Primary School. 

 Challenge opinions or behaviours in school by pupils, staff, visitors, volunteers or 
parents that are contrary to fundamental British values, including extremist views. 

 Ensure that all visitors to West Hill Primary School are screened to ensure that they 
do not attempt to promote systems that undermine fundamental British values 
including extremism or radicalisation. 

 Ensure that our pupils understand that living under the rule of law protects individual 
citizens and is essential for their well-being and safety and that while different people 
may hold different views about what is ‘right’ and ‘wrong’, all people living in England 
are subject to its law.  

 Ensure all pupils, regardless of age, have a voice that is listened to.  

 Reinforce fundamental British values through the SMSC programme, PSHE 
curriculum, Citizenship curriculum and the assembly programme. 

 Enable our pupils to develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them 
to participate fully in and contribute positively to our local community and life in 
modern Britain.  

 Develop a balanced programme of assemblies which promotes pupils’ Spiritual, 
Moral, Social and Cultural development, providing clear guidance on what is right 
and what is wrong.  

 Ensure an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting 
discrimination, extremism and radicalisation. 

 Ensure that there are effective risk assessments, screening policies and procedures 
in place to safeguard and promote students’ welfare against the threat of extremism 
and radicalisation.  

 

Our Teaching 
 
    At West Hill we teach values along with the Unicef Convention on the Rights of a child. 
  
Each month the school focuses on a different value. These values are:  
Hope and Aspiration, Friendship, Resilience, Co-operation, Honesty, Independence, 
Compassion, Self-belief, Tolerance, Humility and Making Good Choices.  
 
For our school to be accredited as rights-respecting we demonstrated that we have reached 
evidence for all four of the following standards:  

 Standard A: Rights-respecting values underpin leadership and management  

The best interests of the child are a top priority in all actions. Leaders are committed to 
placing the values and principles of the CRC at the heart of all policies and practice.  

 Standard B: The whole school community learns about the CRC  

The Convention is made known to children and adults. Young people and adults use this 
shared understanding to work for global justice and sustainable living.  

 Standard C: The school has a rights-respecting ethos  

Young people and adults collaborate to develop and maintain a rights-respecting school 
community, based on the CRC, in all areas and in all aspects of school life.  

 Standard D: Children are empowered to become active citizens and learners  
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Every child has the right to say what they think in all matters affecting them and to have 
their views taken seriously. Young people develop the confidence, through their experience 
of an inclusive rights-respecting school community, to play an active role in their own 
learning and to speak and act for the rights of all to be respected locally and globally.  
 
The standards underpinning CRC link closely with values teaching.  
British values are included in the whole school values. The children learn about them in a 
variety of ways included:  
 

 Democracy:  
 
School Council – pupils democratically elect the representatives for each class  
Trips to Parliament  
Developing a ‘Class and School Charter’  
Pupil’s questionnaires  
Children are consulted about the anti-bullying and behaviour policies  
 
 

 

 The Rule of Law:  
 
Each class has a class charter which states the Rights and Responsibilities of all children in 
the class – related to behaviour and learning. Children gain an understanding of the 
importance of Laws through everyday discussions in the classroom and assemblies. They 
are taught about the notion of ‘fair play’ in PE, playtimes and in their lessons. Topics on 
‘People who help us’ ensure the children are aware of the role of the police in society. Year 5 
have a day learning about ‘citizenship’ with other schools in the locality. Children learn about 
The Importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the 
country, that they are consistently reinforced throughout regular school days, as well as 
when dealing with behaviour. Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind laws, that they 
govern and protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when 
laws are broken. This is reinforced by visits from local magistrates talking to young people 
about the Magistrates' Courts and the Criminal Justice System. 
  

 Individual Liberty:  
Children are made aware of their rights and the rights of all children through the CRC. This is 
taught through assemblies and underpins all that we do. In order to have individual liberty 
you need to have equal opportunity. This is provided through curriculum activities. They 
have the opportunity to take part in all activities regardless of e.g medical needs, disabilities, 
cultural or religious beliefs. Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, 
knowing that they are in a safe and supportive environment. As a school we educate and 
provide boundaries for young pupils to make choices safety, through of provision of a safe 
environment and empowering education. Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and 
exercise their rights and personal freedoms and learn how to exercise these safely, for 
example through our Online Safety and PSHE lessons. Whether it be through choice of 
challenge, of how they record, of participation in our numerous extra-curricular clubs and 
opportunities, pupils are given the freedom to make choices.  
 

 Mutual Respect:  
Part of our school ethos and behaviour policy has revolved around Core Values such as 
‘Respect’, and pupils have been part of discussions and assemblies related to what this 
means and how it is shown. Posters around the school promote respect for others and this is 
reiterated through our classroom and class charters, as well as our behaviour policy.  
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Our playground buddies scheme promotes care and respect between children of different 
ages.  

 Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs:  
This is achieved through the teaching of RE, through PSHE – where the children learn about 

others beliefs. This is reinforced through visits to places of worship. Our Rights Respecting 

teaching promotes an understanding of others’ lives and different experiences. Our Anti 

bullying policy (drawn up in partnership with the pupils) supports a culture of mutual respect 

and tolerance of difference. 


